Miss,  pastor  to  serve  on 
Calvinism  advisory  team 

NASHVILLE,  lann.  (BP  and  lo-  ■THHH 

cal  reports)  -  Southern  Baptist  ■ 

Convention  Executive  Commit- 

tee  President  Frank  Page  an-  jH9B> 

nounced  on  Aug.  15  the  mem-  l.'fyfflL  jaWB 

hers  of  an  advisory  team  who 
will  help  him  craft  a  strategic 

plan  to  bring  together  various  ■  '  A  jHHf 

groups  .vithin  the  convention  jgHF 

who  hold  different  opinions  on  ’MM.lBt  fS§j 

the  issue  of  Calvinism  ^BbMML  H 

Among  the  it)  members  of  the  L^B  i  ,-f  T 

group,  which  will  conduct  its  first  | 
meeting  Aug.  29-30  in  Nashville, 
is  EricHankins,  senior  pastor  of 

First  Church,  Oxford.  ■  Johnny  Hunt,  pastor.  First 

"My  goal  is  to  develop  a  strut-  Church,  Woodstock,  Ga. 
egy  whereby  people  of  various  ■  Tammi  Ledbetter,  home- 
theological  persuasions  can  pur-  maker  and  layperson,  Inglewood 
posely  work  together  in  missions  Church,  Grand  Prairie,  Texas, 
and  evangelism,'  Page  told  Bap-  ■  Steve  Lemke,  provost,  di¬ 
dst  Press.  rector  of  the  Baptist  Center  for 

At  some  point  in  the  com-  Theology  and  Ministry  at  New 
ing  weeks  and  months,  he  said,  Orleans  Seminary. 

"most  likely  there  will  be  the  ■  Fred  Enter,  senior  pastor, 
crafting  of  a  statement  regarding  Franklin  Avenue  Church,  New 
the  strategy  on  how  we  can  work  Orleans;  president.  Southern 
together.  Baptist  Convention. 

“I  want  tobe  vary  dean  This  is  ■  A.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  presi 
not  an  attempt  to  redo  the  theo-  dent  9outhem  Seminary,  Louis- 
logkal  consensus  that  we  have  vffle,  Ky. 
in  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  ■  Paige  Patterson,  president 
2000,*  Page  said.  "It  is  practical  Southwestern  Seminary.  Fort 
in  nature,  not  doctrinal.  Worth. 

Page,  currently  serving  as  ■  Stephen  Rummage,  senior 
interim  pastor  of  First  Church, 

Jackson,  emphasized  that  the 
group  is  "not  an  official  commit¬ 
tee'  of  the  convention  He  also 
said  additional  names  could  be 
added  to  the  group.  "It’s  a  group 
of  helpers  helping  Frank  Page 
come  up  with  some  sort  of  strat¬ 
egy  document,"  he  said 

David  Dockery,  president  of 
Union  University  in  Jackson,  Tn., 


CENTRAL  HILLS  RETREAT 


DIVING  INTO  CAMP  LIFE  -  Participants  in  the  Central  Hills  Retreat  summer  ministry 
program  take  a  cool  dive  into  the  Junior  Olympic  swimming  pool  at  the  state  Royal  Am  has 
sectors  camp  in  the  woods  of  Attala  County  near  Kosciueko.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

Serious  fun,  serious  commitments 

By  tony  Martin  attending;  two  four-day  youth  You  see  tudoey  and  deer.  That's 

— »  egsMBESS  tss^snaa 

_  _ . _ with  34  attending.  troubled  hearts. 

at  C^rtraUlSriSrcSMarKoe-  The*e  mm"*™*  P*®-  *A  8°od  number  of  kids  that 

duced  an  additional  115  profca-  aama  to  camp  are  non-churched, 
sions  of  faith,  49  rededications,  or  have  Hale  church,  and  here 
aolifevoca^commitmee^ 

thtc-wedSof&mSwM^om  and  eight  other  for  a  total  of  do  «mp  beaye  we  to**  the 

SesShb 

nMAVE-toiMKlthewmkl  SSE\E£2L^f 

The  most  importSTnum-  J^gcjmp  «n«^ 
ben:  the  rtate  Roys)  Ambaasa-  Jfrh  ffieaCSperrtutoto  understand 

SVStei'rSry"^^  toSfiSSSSSdSilte  the  vJueXrd  benefit  of  a  doser 
SeTof^MiS^BSSt  50*  of  f^ple 
Convention  Board,  produced^  sioos  for  Chnrt  other  do  10  ma 

tbrefh^vocsbon  to^etfn»vfS,fc-in 


■  Daniel  Sanchez,  professor 
of  missions,  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary,  Fort  Worth. 

■  Jimmy  Scroggins,  senior 


*We  wanted  people  who  truly 
represented  die  various  constitu¬ 
encies  involved  in  this  theologi¬ 
cal  discussion,"  said  Page,  who 
in  May  and  then  in  June  publicly 
said  he  was  working  on  naming 
such  a  group.  Following  are  the 
members  of  the  advisory  team,  in 
addition  to  Hankins: 

M  Daniel  Akin,  president. 
Southeastern  Seminary.  Wake 
Forest,  N.C. 

■  Mark  Dever,  senior  pastor, 
Capitol  HiO  Church,  Washington 

■  David  Dockery,  president. 
Union  University,  Jackson,  Tn. 

■  Leo  Endei.  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  Minnesots-Wiiconsin  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

■  Ken  Fentress,  senior  pastor, 
Montrose  Church,  Rockville,  Md. 


Student  Life,  Inc.,  merges  with  LifeWay 

NASHVILLE.  Term  (BP)  -  Student  offerings  and  locations,  leaders 

life,  Inc.,  officially  became  part  do  not  expert  significant 

of  die  LifeWav  family  of  re-  changes  will  be  neces- 

sources  on  August  15.  _ —A _ _ as  s*Q  in  programming 

Bi4SlmUAl..  Wr^  mStUUBIttl //.  A  1-ifeW^  Chr»; 
vided  Christian  summer  ban  Resources  and 

camps  and  conferences  for  W  Student  Life,  Inc., 

children  and  youth  since  S  minister  to  more  thsn 

1993.  Because  of  the  unique  _ 

difference!  and  emphases  of  aaa  LHWKT  on  p.  * 


son  Divinity 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Words  and  actions  matter 


with  Ed  Stetzer 


Getting  it  right 


— l1'* 

, 
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Winter  Olympics  workers  use  Summer  Olympics  to  plan  for  games 


LONDON  (BP)  -  Though  the  Winter 
Olympic  Games  in  Russia  are  still  18 
months  away,  church  planters  in  the  host 
city  of  Sochi  are  already  hard  at  work  to 
capitalize  on  what  the  “Olympic  Spirit' 
will  bring  to  their  city. 

They  recently  spent  time  in  London 
during  the  Summer  Olympics  getting  a 
prop  on  what  the  opportunities  would 

“Traditionally,  Southern  Baptists  have 
used  Olympic  ministry  as  an  opportunity 
for  broad  seed  sowing.  However,  Olym¬ 
pic  ministry  can  be  much  more  than  that. 
It  can  be  a  catalyst  for  church  planting 
in  the  host  city  itself,"  said  Eari  Gillespie 
(not  his  real  name),  a  team  member  for 
Engage  Sochi,  an  International  Mission 
Board  initiative  aimed  at  taking  Olym¬ 
pic  ministry  beyond  the  opportunity  for 
mass  evnngelism. 

Gillespie  explained  the  Engage  Sochi 
strategy  is  for  the  residents  of  Sochi  to  be 
reached  with  the  Gospel  before,  during, 
and  after  the  2014  Winter  Games. 

“It  is  our  goal  to  use  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  that  the  Olympics  will  bring  to  Sochi 
to  not  just  reach  out  to  the  people  of  the 
world  who  will  visit  the  city  for  the  games 
but  to  use  this  event  as  a  way  to  build  re¬ 
lationships  with  the  people  who  live  and 
work  in  the  Sochi  area,  Gillespie  said, 
“and  we  have  already  begun  to  do  that." 


The  Engage  Sochi  church  planting 
team,  which  formed  after  the  Russian 
city  was  named  as  the  2014  Olympic 
host,  has  been  actively  involved  in  part¬ 
nering  with  Central  Baptist  Church  of 
Sochi  for  more  than  a  year.  Together 
they  have  been  exploring  ways  to  use  the 
sporting  event  to  connect  believers  with 
the  Sochi  community. 

The  Engage  Sochi  team,  which  ar¬ 
rived  in  London  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
Summer  Games,  was  surprised  at  how 
the  atmosphere  and  demeanor  of  the 
people  on  the  streets  changed  after  the 
Opening  Ceremonies. 

"Since  the  games  started,  people  have 
been  so  open,"  said  Kay  Gillespie,  who 
coordinates  prayer  efforts  for  the  Engage 
Sochi  initiative.  "We  even  had  one  young 
lady  thank  us  for  coining  and  telling  her 
about  Jesus.  If  I  can  have  those  kinds  of 
experiences  in  Sochi,  then  I  cannot  imag¬ 
ine  what  Jesus  is  going  to  do  there." 


Joining  the  Engage  Sochi  team  was 
Danil  Pankratov,  a  Russian  Baptist  pastor 
who  partners  with  the  team  in  Sochi.  ‘I 
was  surprised  how  people  would  talk  with 
you  and  would  listen  to  a  Gospel  presen¬ 
tation,"  he  said.  "Usually  in  Sochi  when 


you  and  would  listen  to  a  Gospel  presen¬ 
tation,"  he  said.  "Usually  in  Sochi  when 
you  try  to  start  a  conversation  with  people 
they  do  not  want  to  hear  and  sometimes 
they  walk  away,  but  I  am  discovering  that 
the  Olympics  are  a  celebration  and  I  am 


pretty  sure  that  people  will  be  more  open 
in  Russia  during  this  time." 

While  in  London,  the  team  spent 
time  in  areas  where  they  knew  Rus¬ 
sians  —  specifically  people  from  Sochi 
-  would  be. 

The  Russians  have  two  exhibits  here 
in  London  to’  promote  the  next  Winter 
Olympics,  and  you  can  already  see  how 
they  are  getting  excited  about  having  the 
Winter  Games  in  Sochi,"  team  member 
Craig  Dean  (not  his  real  name)  said. 

The  team  uses  pin  trading,  a  popular 
pastime  for  Olympic  spectators,  as  a  way 
to  engage  people  in  conversation.  The 
specially  designed  Engage  Sochi  evange¬ 
lism  pin  uses  the  colors  of  the  Olympic 
rings  to  tell  the  Gospel  story. 

In  addition  to  giving  away  the  trading 


Russian.  "I  reallv  like  this  method,"  Pan¬ 
kratov  said.  "It  helps  you  to  meet  people 
and  to  very  quickly  tell  the  important 
things  about  why  people  need  salvrfion 
and  why  they  need  Jesus.  1  can  see  this 
being  very  effective  in  Sochi." 

Pankratov  added  that  in  Sochi  the 
team  has  partnered  with  his  church  to 
offer  English  classes  for  local  residents 
who  need  or  want  to  leam  English  to 
help  them  better  communicate  during 
the  games. 


“One  of  the  people  we  met  here  in 
London  lives  in  our  neighborhood  in 
Sochi  and  was  very  excited  to  hear  that 
we  are  starting  an  English  program,"  he 
said.  "We  now  nave  her  contact  informa¬ 
tion  and  look  forward  to  not  iust  teach¬ 
ing  her  English  but  sharing  about  Jesus 
with  her." 

In  addition  to  the  2014  Winter 
Olympic  Games,  Sochi  will  host  the 
2018  FIFA  World  Cup  and  a  Formula 
One  Racing  promotional  event  in  the 
summer  0I20 14. 

"I  think  that  God  has  brought  these 
events  to  Sochi  to  allow  the  people  in  our 
city  to  be  more  open,"  Pankratov  said. 
"As  the  church,  we  have  to  get  on  our  feet 
and  we  must  begin  to  use  other  methods 
to  reach  out  so  that  even  more  people 
can  hear  a  Gospel  message  during  these 
big  events  " 

Dean  said  volunteers  from  America 
.  are  needed  to  partner  with  the  Sochi 
church.  This  is  key,  he  said,  as  the  team 
takes  what  it  has  learned  in  London  and 
moves  back  to  begin  efforts  in  Sochi. 

"The  bridge  from  London  to  Sochi  is 
not  complete,"  Dean  said.  "As  a  matter  of 
a  fact,  it  is  just  starting.  There  are  nearly 
400,000  people  in  Sochi  who  need  to 
hear  the  Gospel.  So  even  without  the 
Olympics  coming  to  this  area,  there  is  a 
huge  need  for  the  Gospel  there." 
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Southern  Baptists  continue  ministry  at  Penn  State 


BRENTWOOD,  Taon  (BP)  - 

Johnny  Poos  has  experienced 
God's  sense  of  humor.  Having 
been  reared  in  Hendersonville, 
Tn.,  and  First  Church  there,  he 
grew  up  around  Southeastern 
Conference  football  pulling  for 
Vanderbilt  and  Alabama. 

Pennsylvania  State  Univer¬ 
sity  in  State  College,  Pa.,  was 
the  "Beast  of  the  East"  and  Pons 
admitted  he  “hated"  the  school 
—  strictly  from  the  perspective 
of  football. 

Fast  forward  a  couple  of  de¬ 
cades.  Pons  has  long  graduated 
from  Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth,  and  he  and  wife 
Katny  have  answered  God’s  call  to 
campus  ministry,  serving  at  none 
other  than  Penn  State. 

Pons  has  come  to  respect  the 
school  that  has  a  strong  presence 
in  Pennsylvania.  “One  in  70  Penn¬ 
sylvanians  are  Penn  Staters,"  he 
said.  “We  knew  we  could  come  in 
and  hopefully  influence  a  broader 
region  with  tne  Gospel." 

Pons  has  done  that.  He  has 
represented  Southern  Baptists, 
a  minority  on  campus  and  m  the 
greater  community,  as  director  of 
New  Life  Fellowship  at  Penn  State 
for  22  years. 

He’s  in  place  to  brine  healing 
ir  the  wake  of  the  Jerry  Sandusky 
sex  abuse  scandal.  Pons  says  he 
was  stunned  when  the  story  broke 
last  November,  having  counted 
Sandusky  a  friend. 

Sandusky,  once  one  of  the 
most  respected  citizens  in  the 
community  who  was  known  for 
his  lighthearted  and  gregarious 
personality,  ia  now  considered 
*a  sullen,  stone-faced,  defeated" 


BIG  CHANGES  —  Tennessee  native  Johnny  Pons  (right)  and  his  wife  Kathy  stand  beside  the 
Lion  Shrine,  a  landmark  at  Penn  State  University  where  Pont  has  ministered  for  22  years.The 
Pons  have  witnessed  major  shakeups  at  the  44  000-student  main  campus  in  State  College 
since  the  Jerry  Sandusky  sex  abuse  scandal.  (BP  photo) 


human  being.  Pons  said. 

Pons  and  others  on  campus 
are  trying  to  process  what  nas 
happened.  Pons  has  the  added 
responsibility  of  ministering  to 
those  perhaps  least  able  to  handle 
the  turmoil  —  the  students. 

While  everyone  on  campus 
sees  the  evil  of  the  abuse  and 
subsequent  cover-up.  Pons  said, 
many  are  struggling  to  reconcile 
the  Sandusky  they  knew  person¬ 
ally  with  the  Sandusky  of  the 
scandal.  The  legal  battle  and  the 
university-sanctioned  study  led  by 


former  FBI  director  Louis  Freeh 
revealed  the  late  Joe  Patemo  and 
other  university  administrators 
concealed  the  abuse. 

The  cover-up  has  opened 
Pons’ eyes  to  his  own  sin,  he  said. 
"On  the  personal  level,  I  am  ca¬ 
pable  of  prideful  blindness  to  my 
own  sin.  In  fact  I  am  sure  that  I 
have  my  own  blind  spots  and  ar¬ 
eas  of  sin  that  1  need  to  deal  with 
honestly,"  he  said,  a  revelation  he 
has  shared  on  his  personal  blog 

n  -  — - -  I,  1- ,  ,  1 

site,  ponsanirv  nimrfir.oom. 

Pons  said  he  ia  abo  capable  of 


harboring  information  to  protect 
himself  or  loved  ones.  “This  is  per¬ 
haps  the  area  of  the  whole  mess 
that  should  strike  the  fear  of  God 
into  each  of  our  hearts,"  he  said. 

Pons  shared  pertinent  ques¬ 
tions  he  must  address  and  help 
students  face; 

■  How  do  I  respond  in  truth 
and  love  to  Sandusky  and  his 
family? 

■  How  do  1  respond  with  com¬ 
passion  towards  the  abused? 

■  How  do  I  reflect  on  the  life 
and  legacy  of  Pstemo  and  others 


involved  in  this  scandal?  Should 
a  person  be  judged  by  his  best  or 
worst  moments? 

■  What  sins  do  I  tolerate  and 
why? 

M  Am  I  prepared  for  the  same 
level  of  intense  personal  scrutiny 
that  these  men  and  Penn  State 
have  endured  for  the  past  few 
months? 

These  are  tough  questions 
Pons  is  ready  to  tackle  not  only 
personally,  but  with  those  seeking 
his  counsel.  As  a  minister.  Pons 
believes  God  has  a  purpose  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  scandal. 

This  scandal  has  touched 
students  and  community  alike 
in  a  way  that  jars  us  from  a 
business-as-usual  pattern,  and 
I  believe  then  is  nope  for  real 
change,"  Pom  said.  "I  believe 
God  has  a  re  demptive  purpose 
in  every  storm." 

God  will  >pen  hearts  to  the 
Gospel,  Pots  believes,  and  is 
confident  the  coming  months 
might  revea  Penn  State's  finest 
hour.  “We  live  a  window  but  it 
won’t  stay  open  forever.  People 
are  wounded  and  it’s  time  to  step 
in  with  the  healing  that  only  Goa 
can  provide.  God  does  not  waste 
any  circumstance.  He  will  open 
people's  hearn." 

As  to  the  feelings  he  had  for 
Penn  State  nearly  25  years  ago, 
that  has  c  langed.  “We  have  plant¬ 
ed  our  Ires  here  and  1  am  totally 
invested  in  this  university,"  Pons 
said  wit,  1  conviction. 

Knar  ang  that  many  Tennes¬ 
see  Baptists  have  already  prayed 
for  him,  he  requests  prayer.  “It 
[nreverj  has  been  encouraging. 
God  is  good  and  I  feel  that" 


some  disease  or  have  been  affected  by  wear 
and  tear,  and  they  do  not  see  as  deaity  as 
they  once  did.  On  the  other  hand  they  see 

..  ___  _1 _ L.al _ aU _ _ IJJ  L.  *1— 2_ 


I  — ence.  It  is  different  from  parent- 
VJirte,  but  in  some  ways  it  can  be  just 
as  hard  Oiwt  harder  and  just  as  difficult 
and  draining.  But  somehow  it  provides  a 
different  perspective  about  hfe,  children, 
growing  up,  and  facing  the  world.  Grand  ¬ 
parenting  seems  to  be  at  times  the  joys 
of  parenting  on  steroids.  I  always  made 
fun  of  people  who  were  grandparents  and 
whatever  it  was  that  happened  to  them  that 
melted  their  hearts,  warped  their  brains, 
and  caused  them  to  act  differently  from 
anything  they  had  before.  I  used  to  wonder 
what  in  toe  world  happens  to  these  people. 
Now  in  small  measure  1  understand.  Some 
would  argue  that  grandparents  have  the 
wonderful  privilege  of  working  with  hu¬ 
man  beings,  their  grandchildren,  who  are 
far  superior  to  the  human  befogs  they  had 
been  incarcerated  with  in  their  home,  .heir 
own  children.  There  might  be  a  slight  bit 
of  truth  there  but,  in  fact,  that  is  probably 
not  accurate.  So  why  do  grandparents  go 
about  doing  what  they  do  in  relationship 
to  grandchildren  different  from  when  they 
were  parenting  their  children?  I  have  dis¬ 


its  have  differ- 
they  see  but  in 
:  at  their  kids 
imeantodo 


younger  years.  Grandp 
ent  eyes  not  just  in  the  \ 
what  they  see.  Parents 
and  while  they  do  not  n 


director- 


that  their  child  may  do  or  say.  You  can 
catch  them  doing  that,  see  them  when  they 
go  wrong,  and  hear  them  when  they  say 
something  out  of  place.  You  can  watch  for 
those  things  and  when  you  see  something, 
it  is  imperative  that  you  respond  and  bring 
discipline  harsh  and  heavy  to  correct  those 
wrong  things-  If  you  are  not  careful  as  a 
parent  that  ts  all  your  eyes  will  see.  Grand- 
Darentfog  changes  your  eyesight  Yew  see 
the  gpod  things  that  are  happening  and  the 
wonderful  achievements  of  your  grandchil¬ 
dren.  You  can  even  see  what  other  people 
cannot  see  —  the  enormous  potential  in 
that  little  wide-eyed,  mischievous  child.  It 
is  a  kind  of  Godfike  eyesight  to  know  that 
for  this  child  it  is  true  when  God  says,  "For 
1  know  the  plans  l  have  for  you,  plans  to 
prosper  you  and  not  to  harm  vou,  plans  to 

give  you  hope  and  a  future"  (Jer.  29:11). 

When  a  parent  sees  a  child  mess  up,  it  is 


The  Wonder  of  Grandparenting 

did  not  know  it  at  the  time,  their  discipline 
was  with  a  large  measure  of  grace. 

I  remember  hearing  my  grandmother 
interpret  life's  experiences  with  grace. 
While  I  did  not  understand  it  at  the  time, 

I  feh  the  wonder  of  the  goodness  from 
someone  who  had  that  view  of  life.  Talking 
about  the  neighbor  just  down  the  street, 
who  apparently  had  a  terrible  drinking 
problem,  slie  explained  the  difficulties  he 
had  experienced  in  his  life  and  the  trag¬ 
edies  that  had  come  his  way  in  befog  in  the 
war  and  losing  a  child  after  he  returned 
home.  One  event  after  another  seemed  to 
have  led  him  to  become  dependent  on  his 
alcohol  to  face  each  day.  While  excusing 
him  may  not  be  totally  proper,  seeking  to 
understand  the  dilemma  of  his  life  with  a 
measure  of  grace  and  compassion  was  a 


the  grandkids  that  they  seem  like  they  are 
of  the  same  generation.  Recently,  a  won¬ 
derful  grandmotiicr  who  loves  her  grand- 
kids,  is  loved  by  than,  spends  time  with 
them,  laughs  with  them,  and  just  carries 
on  like  she  is  one  of  them  was  supposed  to 
keep  them  one  day.  The  mother  and  father 
who  were  about  to  leave  were  giving  serious 
instructions  to  the  kids.  "Now  you  mind 
your  grandmother.  She  is  in  charge!"  The 


fog  is  different  from  parenting,  and  1  will 
pass  them  along  to  you. 

The  first  reason  that  it  is  differ¬ 
ent  is  beemae  the  preaaurea  of  Hfe 
are  different  It  is  not  that  there  are  no 
pressures  in  hfe.  There  are  stiD  stresses 
that  we  deal  with,  but  they  are  Afferent  Kid 
especially  when  it  comes  to  your  grandchil- 


Wds  listened  to  the  instructions  ana  were 
■xnewhat  shocked.  The  four-year-old 
granddaughter  expressed  her  amazement 
when  she  said,  "Do  you  actually  believe 
that  you  can  trust  her  to  be  in  charge?" 
Grandnxrther  was  so  engaged  at  their  level 
that  they  assumed  she  brought  the  entire 
decision  making  and  immaturity  that  they 
possessed  to  the  daily  routine  The  pres¬ 
sures  are  different,  they  are  less,  and  that  is 
just  one  of  the  reasons  grandparents  have 
the  time  opportunity,  and  great  Messing  of 
enjoying  then  grandchildren. 

Secondly,  while  the  pressures  are 
less  the  grace  is  greater.  My  parents 
were  pretty  strict  disciplinarians,  and  they 
would  not  cut  you  much  slack.  Spare  the 
rod  and  snoQ  toe  child  seemed  to  find  i*s 
way  into  toe  activities  of  our  hone  more 
often  than  I  wanted  it  to,  but  not  with  my  . 
grandparents.  It  is  not  that  they  would  not 
correct  us  at  times  or  redirect  our  blinking 
or  activities,  but  they  did  so  with  a  gentle 
rein  and  with  loving  instruction.  While  I 


up,  it  is  just  another  opportunity  to  say, 
“Try  again!  You  can  do  it!"  Their  hearts 
long  to  accomplish  and  achieve.  I  think 
that  it  is  important  for  all  of  us  to  realize 
that  good  and  healthy  parents  ant  also 
good,  involved,  and  caring  grandparents 
are  needed  to  help  children  in  their  devel¬ 
opmental  process.  All  of  us  bring  to  the 
table  of  a  child's  life  what  God  has  invested 
in  us  and  given  us  the  privilege  in  which  to 
participate.  It  gives  a  wholesome  approach 
to  Hfe  and  an  incredible  view  that  a  child 
would  not  have  apart  from  aD  of  us.  We 
can  benefit  and  grow  with  our  children  and 
granddtildren.  Thank  God  for  your  par¬ 
ents  and  grandparents.  We  all  are  made 
better  by  each  other. 

The  author  con  be  contacted  at  jfutral@ 
mbcb.org. 


ible,  wondered  blessing  of  just  befog  with 
these  incredible  little  creatures  known  as 
grandkids.  Just  to  be  with  them,  to  love 
mem,  to  laugh  with  them,  to  see  the  beauty 
and  blessings  in  their  antics,  and  even  to 
chuckle  when  they  have  a  tantrum.  Parents 
see  every  tittle  act  and  comment  as  a  9-u 
moment  in  their  home.  Grandparents  on 
the  other  hand  can  lighten  up  and  know 
that  some  of  these  things  are  just  part  of 
the  growing  up  even  and  it  ia  rarely  the 
end  of  the  world.  So  what  do  grandparents 
do?  Instead  of  getting  all  bent  out  or  shape 
and  traumatized  over  a  kid's  Bps  poked  out 
they  often  just  join  in  with  them  love  them 
and  enjoy  the  moment 


commenting  on  her  own  children  as  they 
struggled  with  one  thing  or  another.  On 
every  occasion  it  would  he  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  laced  with  love  and  grace.  While  I  did 
not  understand  what  all  of  that  was  about 
I  was  blessed  to  see  it  modeled  in  her  life. 
Grandparents  have  the  wonderful  opportu¬ 
nity,  the  privilege,  and  the  honor  to  snow  a 
gracious  heart 

A  third  thins  that  makes  grand- 


Christian  student  conferences.  try  is  committed  to  seeing  the  the*  church  and  helping  the  LifeWay's  director  of  student 
Leaders  of  both  ministries  lives  of  students  transformed  next  generation  grow  in  their  ministries.  "That  passion  for 
emphasized  that  while  their  by  Jesus  and  His  Word.  devotion  to  Christ  and  com-  young  people  makes  this  rel:  - 

camp  experiences  are  program-  "Life Way  and  Student  Life  mitment  to  reach  the  world  tionship  possible  and  beneh- 
matically  different,  each  minis-  share  a  passion  for  serving  for  Him,"  said  Ben  Trueblood,  cial  to  the  Kingdom." 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  ftat  Church,  Winona:  by  potluck  lunch;  Rickey  Blythe, 
175th  anniversary,  Sept.  9;  rea-  speaker  Brent  Sanders,  music; 
istration,  9:30  am.,  with  lunch  Lowell  Johnson,  pastor, 
following  worship,  music,  pre-  ►  Concord  Church,  Denton- 
sentatnns,  and  recognition  of  Tippah  Association:  Revival, 
former  pastors  and  dignitaries.  Aug  26 -30;  Sun.,  6  pm;  Mon. 

►  Pina  Hff  Church  Entire  -  1W,  7  pjn.;  Lyndle  Davis, 

prise.  Homecoming  and  revival  speaker,  Jerry  Crawford,  music; 
Aug.  26-29;  Sum  10:30  am.,  Robert  E.  Walker,  pastor, 
followed  by  lunch  K  noon;  Sun.  ►  Hofty  Grove  Churdv,  Simp- 
-  Wed..,  7  P-m;  Gary  KeOey,  ton  County:  Homecoming, 
speaker;  Vickie  Heathcock.  mu-  Aug.  26;  singing,  10:30  am,  fcS- 
stc,  Danny  Bullock,  pastor.  lowed  by  areeted  dish  luncheon 


Aug.  26-29;  Sun.,  Sunday 
School,  10  ajn.;  worship,  u 
a.m.,  followed  by  meal  and  af¬ 
ternoon  singing  with  Chosen; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  covered  dish, 
6  pjn.;  worship,  7  p.m;  Matt 
Buckles,  speaker,  Jimmy  Bilbo, 
music;  MaryCupit,  pianist. 

►  Sftosm  Church.  Magas: 
Homecoming,  Aug.  26;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  ajn.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Fred  Harwell,  speaker, 
Beverly  Roberts  and  Asia  Flora, 
music;  Raymond  Jeffcoat,  pas¬ 
tor. 

►  Faith  Church,  Silver  Oaalc 

Revival,  Aug.  24  -  26;  FtL  -  Sat, 
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2012  January  Bible  Study 

Prey i  ew  Cl i  n i cs_ 

T HE  GREATEST  WEEK  IN  HISTORY: 
LUKE'S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PASSION  WEEK 


Led  by:  Rob  Futral,  Pastor 
Broadmoor  BaptistChurch,  Madison,  Miss. 


9:00  a.m.  -  noon 


Sponsored  by:  Sunday  School  Department.  MS  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
Contact  1-800-74*- 1 651,  ext  291,  or  601-292-3291  to  prcregister. 


Todsy 

Womens  Retreat 


Daft;  Friday,  October  19  -  Saturday,  October  20,  2012 
Time:  Frt„  Oct.  19,  300  p.m.  -  Sat.,  Oct.  20, 1.00  p.m. 
Location;  Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center 
Coih  $15  Registration  Fee  ♦  meais  &  lodging 
Conferences  In  store  for  ALL" 

’Juvenate"  Your  Body!  -  Re"Boot”  Your  Pr; 
i  “  'Discover"  the  Vision.  1 


visit:  httD://mbcb  o»g/events_detalls  a>p*?ID-2586 
Contact  WMU  of  lha  M6CB  for  mora  Information:  1-BOO- 74B-165L  axt.  319., 
601-292-3319 


;^*'*,*Vp**e  V  ..rv  _  -  -  ■■ 

:  •*£  %  #  #  In  the  following  locations  there  will  be  conferences  for  all  age  groups  on:  How  to  Make  thu 

*•*  /«  •*  #e  •  j  •  •  Bible  Come  Alhre  and  How  To  Tell  the  Story  of  Jesus. 

A?'  %  •  #*  «  •  Saturday.  August  25;  9  a.m.  -  noon  -  First  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 

*5?  •  lafciwlay,  VtrlrTlbflf  A:  9  a.m.  -  noon  -  New  Hope.  Gulfport 

•  •  Thursday.  September  13:  6  -  9  p.m.  -  North  Greenwood,  Greenwood 

*  <#  •  We  will  model  actual  classroom  teaching  for  a  preschool,  a  children,  student,  and  an  adult 

Trnnefrsrmnflrtnnl  Sunday  School  class: 

I  ransrormanona  Stwitoy.  Stofumbtr  22:  9  «.rn.  -  noon  -  Poplar  Springs  Ddv.  Meridian 

bunaay  jCNOOl  Sponsored  by:  Sunday  School  Department.  MS  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


i. 


*  e  • 
•  _ 


a  • 


Contact  1400-744-1651.  aid.  291.  or  601-292-3291  locally 


^otiiek/tDaugAM, 
at'GMawui 

lst-6th  grade  gii 
spend  quiet  time 
praise,  meet  mis 
and  morel  join 
this  fail. 

October  5-6 


w-m 

. 


One-Day 
Stewardship! 
Revival 


The  one  activity  with  the 
most  potential  for  creating  a 
culture  of  generosity  in  your 
congregation  is  a  Stewardship 
Workshop. 


For  more  information  contact  the  Stewardship 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  at  601.292.3347. 


I  ?M»  _NJ;’  ,.,v 

>  •  Christian  Women's/Men's*job  Corps 

•  College  Outreach 

•  Criminal  Justice  Ministry 

•  New  Church  Starts 

•  .  Central  Hills  Campgrounds 

•  Community  Mission  Projects 


■  Camp  Garaywa 
Port  Ministries 
Cross  Cultural  Evangelism 
Disaster  Relief 
Language/Deaf  Ministry 
Mission' Volunteers 

t - /^V  A  | 


Xscpzcm 

'™*f*YouW "’•MmnttoLh* 

j4r5S>xSeptember  28-29 

JJLXMorrlson  Heights,  Clinton 


m 

^  •  pe^° 


^  v 

\j*Mu3ic  ; 
Hare  Lewis  Bend 
Southaven 

■  For  all  college  students  i 

■  Find  opportunities  to  be 
'  involved 

I  Get  info  about  sumiriMm 
»  missions 

Contact  your  BSU  director  oMPIWL, 
^njrch  minister  to  register  or  contact  J| 
Collegiate  Ministry  @  800.748.1 651 

$8  Registration  Fee  *f 


|  Miffbiippi  Mifflonpry  #  ^ 

,  sgggte^u  410^ 

■  Him;  Frl.  2:00  p.m.  -  Sat.  1:30  p.m.  o 

Iflsalifinj  Garaywa  Camp  4  Conference  *2 

■  Center,  CKnton  n 

■  Cot:  Locking  4  Meals  .  pc\\° 

(See  Registration  Form  on  Web) 

I  Join  the  fellowship  of  Parents  of  MS  Missionaries  -  prayer  times  for 

I  M*  T?7,'  !wrep0r1S  *PeCal  ^pport  through 

'  ChaJ?  ^  0-1  Ptease  Ulster  by  September 7. 

I  S^Th^  5°°  P  m-  00  Friday>  Member  R 

■  ^s*|^nttpy/mbcb.ofg/events_detalls.aspx?ID*:2533 

Mississippi  Missionary 
I  /M  i  fellsusjhip 

m  M  I  Saturday,  September  15.  2012 

I  W  |  pn«  8:30  a.m. -1:30  p.m. 

M  \  Garaywa  Camp  4  Conference 

|  — Center.  Clinton 

Cflds  No  charge,  please  register  for  meals 

for  a  tlme^si^n  ^  f°rrner  ^  currently  active  missionaries 
I  ?  JST  J**?-  "*•  0  ~  eh-g.  fer  lunch  but 

K.  2?*60^SS!9BaP,IS,Jl 


m 


t 


$  1  at  the  door 


7/  Gpluhj  Uiiffil 


Mf  |  fVftftc  frtr  k>/,ii;ac*  I 

I  »aii“5  ror  KvjiftcS* 

NORTHERN  RALLY: 

Tuesday,  August  28 
Neshoba  Association  Family  Center 
Choir:  The  Singing  Saints,  FBC,  Newton 
Preacher:  Sonny  Atkins,  Mendenhall 

Schedule: 

8:30  a.m.  -  Registration/Refreshments 
9:00  o.m.  -  Choir  &  Preacher 
10:30  a.m.  -  Break-out  Sessions 
1 1 :30  a.m.  -  Adjourn 

For  Information: 

Neshoba  Baptist  Association,  601-656-1820 
neshobabaptist@yahoo.com 


MINISTERS’  W/VfS  * 

r/MidCCDCAI/^C  • 


nual  State  Church  Library 
Ministry  Conference 


Center  Dining  Room 


FMfet-  October  5-6, 2012 

Time:  Registration  begins  9:00  a jn.  on  Oct.  5 

tnrnrtn*- First  Baptist  Church,  Kosciusko,  Miss. 

QuL  $25  per  person.  Registration  deadline  is  September  21 , 2012. 

The  CLM  newsletter,  which  includes  conference  information  and 
registration,  will  soon  be  ready  to  mail.  To  see  it  now,  check  our 
Web  site  for  a  copy  of  the  newsletter. 

New  this  year ...  you  will  be  able  to  register  online. 

w*.  fc'*  fon'fart  »  WUHMm  Ftl  “4 


^■r Janie  Walters 

"Blow  A  Bubble  Not  A  Gasket!"  is  the  topic  for  this 
year's  conference.  This  is  not  only  good  advice,  but 
also  a  delightful  presentation  by  Janie.  Stress  is  a 
major  issue  today,  and  Christians  are  not  exempt! 
This  is  not  just  another  stress  management  presen¬ 
tation.  It  is  packed  with  practical  ideas  to  start 
using  today.  Audiences  wifl  come  crvay  laughing, 
refreshed,  and  fully  equipped  to  manage  stress. 

raged  so  we  ear,  he  hefte' 
p  Fastnri'Len:  a  Oavci 

:*-■  s  :  :';vc ,•:$.*  Cna/erV.  h 

formation. 

or  601-292-3305 


3oarstfor  regiSho  fWh 

1-806-748-1651,  ext  3 
cWtaykxCmbcb.org 


August  24  -  September  6,  2012 


FALL  CHAPLAINS 
TRAINING 


CumeilMeettyfr 


"To  Provide  More  Effective  Ministry  for 
Professional  and  Volunteer  Chaplains  and  All  Interested  Persons' 


illding  Sky  Room, 


8:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Cost:  $10 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Building 
515  Mississippi  Street 
Jackson,  Miss. 


•ions;  1-600-746-1651,  •xt.  3C5,  601-292-3305 


cwrightOmbcb.org 


AMP  A  Oatmiinatru  £x\&r\t>\or\ 
Direc+or*  Braakf*6+ 

Tuesday.  October  ?Q,  2*?12 
7:00-8:00  a.m.t 

Baptist  Building  ChaMi  ^ 

In  order  that  we  might  prepare,  pleael^notify  J 
Go^on^-^^74e-165l,  ext.  307, 6pW$i-33 


Hospice  Chaplain  Qualifications  and  Duties 


Spirituality  at  the  End  of  Life 


Taking  Care  of  Yourself 


Spiritual  Care  for  the  Elderly 

Inrinn  1 

Cultural  Considerations  in  End  of  Life  Care 


X 


Just  for  the  Record 


COUNTY, 

ordained 
Justin 
Fortenberry 
to  the  gos¬ 
pel  ministry. 
He  has  been 
called  to 
Spring  Hill 
Church, 
Wesson. 
Shown  are 
pastor  Curtis 
Roland  and 
Fortenberry. 


COUNTY,  vol¬ 
unteered  at  Ne¬ 
shoba  County 
Association  to 
sort  and  pack 
school  supplies 
for  children 
in  Neshoba 
Cou.-.ry  and 
Philadelphia 
city  schools. 
The  association 
assisted  over 
100  children. 


1NOOOVILLE.  held  deacon 
emeritus  services  for  Julius 
Carter  July  29.  Carter  has  served 
for  44  years  as  deacon.  Shown 
are  Alton  Foster,  Billy  Joe  Jones, 
Carter,  and  pastor  Rob  Muncy. 


SHILOH  CHURCH, 
CALHOUN  COUNTY 
ASSOCIATION,  recently  held 
a  deacon  ordination  service 
for  David  Magness  and  Sid¬ 
ney  Parker.  Shown  are  Bu¬ 
ford  Usry,  Magness,  Barbara 
Magness,  pastor  John  Hearn, 
Parker,  and  June  Parker. 


The  Busy  Hands 
Sewing  Group 
of  NORTH 
LONG  BEACH 
CHURCH,  LONG 
BEACH,  made 
156  dresses 
for  chi'dren  in 
Nicaragua,  which 
were  hand  de¬ 
livered  by  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Jordan 
Strebeck.  Shown 
are  some  of  the 
children  wearing 
the  dresses. 


Youth  from 


CHURCH, 

CALHOUN 

CITY,  recently 
attended  Super 
Summer  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College. 
Shown  are  Jor¬ 
dan  England, 
Sarah  Hardin, 
Jace  Leach  man, 
Reagan  Hardin, 
Aaron  Sibley, 
and  Hunter 
Hardin. 


In  other  Church  News: 

>  First  Church,  Runnelstown,  will  host  The  In¬ 
spirations  in  concert  Sept.  14,  7:30  P-m-  Love  offer¬ 
ing. 

►  First  Church.  Greenwood,  is  hosting  a  Beth 
Moore  simulcast  presented  by  Laving  Proof  Live  Sept. 
15,  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Tickets,  presale  only,  are  $25,  in- 


An  anonymous 
member  of 
GRACE 
UNITED 
CHURCH. 

DECATUR, 
gave  member 
Michelle  Addy 
the  opportunity 
to  take  a  two- 
year  course  in 
church  music 
at  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 
Addy  now 
serves  as  choir 
director  at  the 
church. 


chxhng  lunch.  Call  (662)  453-3075  or  (928)  246-0321 
for  ticket  sales  or  more  information. 

►  The  youth  of  New  Zion  Church,  Braxton,  are 
sponsoring  a  co-ed  volleyball  tournament  Sept.  8,  9 
a.m.,  for  church-affiliated  teams.  Entry  fee,  $50;  $1  do¬ 
nation  for  spectators,  with  a  two  name  guarantee.  Con¬ 
cessions  available.  Registration  leadline,  Aug.  31;  for 
more  information.  calT(6oi)  5K-6372  or  988-5793 

►  The  women's  ministry  of  First  Church,  Starkville, 
is  hosting  the  Living  Proof  Live  Beth  Moore  Simulcast 
Sept.  15,  8:30  a.m.  -  3:15  p.m.  with  lunch  break  at 
10:30  a.m.  Tickets,  $ao,  available  at  the  door;  preferred 
advance  sales  by  calling  (662)  323-5633- 

►  Bluff  Springs  Church,  Magnolia,  will  host  the 
Southern  Plainsmen  in  concert  Sept.  2,  6:30  p.m. 
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Need  a  light? 

1 1  min  ''.lid.  I  .mi  I  In  I  in  III  nl  I  In-  w  nr  III. 
WIuiimt  lnlloti<.  ini'  "ill  nut  walk 
in  dn  rk  mss  lint  Mill  linii  I  In 
lijEhl  nl  I ilV."  i.lnhii  X :  1 2 1 


S i 1 1 1 1 1 1\  sh.irr  (lit  liillim  iny  |ir;m  r 
«iili  < .ml  in  miii r  tut  n  ti m  il s: 


I  ■  I.  I  urd.  I  atlinii  llial  I  mill  miii. 

_  1 1  hat v  'iiini'd.i 

I  2.  I  tt mil  Illi  cit  i ihss  tnr  nit  siui 
A-  anil  liii'ilnni  frnui  i  ti'i  nnl 

l  iliuth.  1 1  rt|iiiit.i 

3.  I  lii'lii'M  .liMit  itiiil  anil  nisi1 

I  from  dn  gravy  in  forgivi  mt  tins 
anil  In  ri'tliir#  nit  itlaliinisliip 
ttidi  miii.  il  lii'l/i  1 1  in  Jisiis.l 
4.  lit  laith.  I  intili  Ji'tut  I  lirisl 
a  into  nit  till  .  I  rum  Ibis  linn  nil. 
I  want  in  liti'  in  a  lining  nlationship 
ttidi  Him.  it  mini  (  lirisl  as 
nit  S;n  inr  anil  I  m  il.  i 


“Bui  .is  iii.int  .is  mutt'll  liim.  In  I  In  ill  lit  aim 
lilt  i  ialil  In  bl'i'r mi  rhlldri'II  III  (ind.  itin  In 
llinsr  tt  ho  bfiii’t  t  in  li  is  name."  i.liilm  l:J2l 
If  ton  mahi  a  ilti  isinii  for  I  hrisl  1  filial , ronl .Tt  t  a 
Ini  at  Sniilhirn  ll.ipii-,1  rhiiuli  Inr  s|iiiilu.i(  uiiiifanit. 


this  year  hosted  n8  participants.  there's  a  single  camp  in  Missis- 

‘I  don't  know  if  Mississippi  sippi  [outside  of  Mississippi  Bap- 
Baptists  know  about  our  adult  tist  camps]  that  offers  the  camp 
Special  Needs  Camp.  Missis-  experience  we  can,  at  the  cost 
sippi  leads  the  nation  in  the  we  charge  for  a  thro-  or  five-day 
number  of  people  affected  by  camp.  We're  the  least  expensive 
developmental  disabilities.  We  iff  any  camp  I  know.  That’s  why 
have  this  camp  for  adults,  and  so  many  unchurched  lads  come 
those  adults  come  to  camp  and  here  —  churches  can  aifbed  to 
get  treated  like  any  other  group  bring  them.  Other  camps  charm 
of  campers,"  Ray  said.  three,  four,  even  five  hundred  dol- 

This  thrills  them.  They  have  lars  a  week.  What  average  family 
all  the  activities,  they  have  wor-  can  afford  that? 
ship,  they  receive  awards.  It’s  like  "We  provide  a  great  expert- 
a  second  staff  week  for  roe,  be-  ence.  We  have  fine  pastors  and 
cause  it  helps  the  staff  realize  that  leaders.  We  have  a  Junior  CXym- 
God  gifts  everybody.  There  are  ic-sized  pool,  we  have  horseback 
probably  about  20,000  people  di-  riding,  we  have  a  good  rifioy 


RETREAT 

com  from  p.  1 

with  the  Lord,  when  we’re  scared 
but  we  know  we're  safe." 

Central  Hills  Retreat  hosted 
campers  from  130  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches,  representing 
61  Baptist  associations.  There 
woe  eight  non-Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  represented,  from 
Louisiana,  Virginia,  Georgia,  and 
Honduras. 

It  takes  a  significant  amount 
of  manpower  to  minister  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Hub  Retreat  Central  Hills 
utilized  29  student  staffers,  six 
part-time  maintenance  employ¬ 
ees,  nine  part-time  Foodservice 
workers,  one  part-time  summer 
office  employee,  five  full-time  em¬ 
ployees. 
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operators,  12  vol¬ 
unteers,  eight  camp  pastors,  two 
nurses,  and  three  counselors  in 
training,  for  a  total  of  86  workers. 

*1  teD  our  workers  we  might 
have  a  good  week  or  a  bad  week, 
but  were  gonna  have  a  week,’ 
Ray  said.  The  kids  are  here  for 
one  week,  but  well  be  here  for  ten 
weeks  so  you  can’i  fake  it  here. 
If  the  workers  aren’t  prepared 
to  be  here,  it’ll  show.  Iron  sharp¬ 
ens  iron  —  these  younger  boys 
and  girts  see  our  staff  weak  hand, 
read  their  Bibles,  and  hear  them 
quote  Scripture,  and  the  really 
neat  thing  »  that  all  during  the 
week  they  hear  18  to  24-year-old 
staff  talk  about  how  they  came  to 
know  the  Lord  and  how  God  has 
waked  in  their  lives.  It  makes  it 
red.  I  don't  know  anywhere  else 
where  you  can  get  that* 

Central  Hills  Retreat  boated  a 


i*t  Life  Insurance  Company4  offer*  you  a  1  O'*,  bonvi* 
premiums  paid  in  the  nrat  year.  This  10%  la  applied 
iteW  to  your  account  and  it  available  to  start  eamm. 
right  away.  In  addition,  this  annuity  gives  you  the 
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Clue:  H=A 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  Genesis  Four:  Six 

By  Charles  Mare.  1911-2004. 0  2005 
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not  reproducible  Digital  photo*  may  be  used 
if  submitted  a*  a  JPEG  fie  via  either  e-mak 
CO  or  DA/D  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp, 
and  weB  lighted.  CeM  phone  photographs 
and  other  low  resolution  items  are  gener¬ 
ally  not  publishable  Photographs  can  not  be 
returned.  Please  do  not  attach  photos  with 
tape  or  staples. 

AI  news  items  are  «.bject  to  editing,  and 
ai  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Pho¬ 
tographs  must  depict  people.  No  landscape-, 
building-,  or  object-only  photographs  wit  be 
ported  News  items  and/or  photographs  can 
be  published  one  time  only.  Nsws  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outsida  organizations 
wrt  not  be  published  Deadline  fa  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  publica¬ 
tion  date.  —  — . 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 


The  Baptist  Beoord  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  everts  that 
take  place  in  ojoporatmg  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Beutist  Convention. 

Nsws  submitted  fa  publication  in  The 
Bapfat  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten, 
(b)  needy  pnmeo  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper, 
a  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized  forms 
provided  by  the  newspaper  AM  articles  must 
be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  w*  be  ac¬ 
cepted  over  the  telephone 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  contained  in 
the  message  segment  of  an  email  form.  Due 
to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text  attach¬ 
ments  wift  be  accepted  Photograph  attach¬ 
ments  sre  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  vrirat.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  w  .  a  contact  person’s  address  end 
telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  cofor  a  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are 
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Embracing  Responsibilities  •  Ruth  3:1 0-1 3a;  4:1-4a,9-10, 13,17 

A  local  news  program  in  the  Jack-  16).  Third,  in  Ancient  brad  when  a  man  Boaz  waa  portioned  to  accent  fall  respon-  witnesses!"  (4:10c);  to  wfi 
son  area  haa  a  mnimaegnient  endded,  died  leaving  no  male  heir  the  law  of  Levi-  sibihty  for  the  welfare  of  Ruth,  Naomi,  and  responded,  "We  are  witne! 
"Who  s  Accountant.  The  station  focuses  rate  marriage  provided  for  offspring  to  be  also  to  maintain  EBmdek's  land.  Most  one  could  claim  Boar  ille? 
upon  someone  who  has  been  wronged  or  raised  up  through  his  wife  by  a  ^guardian-  importantly,  he  had  acted  with  complete  land  or  took  advantage  of  a 
soowthing  that  hM  beat  grossly  misman-  redeemer,"  a  god.  The  "guardum-redeem-  integrity,  bringing  the  entire  matter  to  the  Boaz,  Ruth,  and  Naomi  eml 
aged.  Using  meir  beat  investigative  skilly  er*  also  had  the  responsibility  ofbdngsure  attention  of  the  ruling  elders,  and  settling  future  by  following  the  Lor 


1.  fe^mnaiMUty  (Ruth  than  will- 

lo-iaa)  ing  to  ac-  "Th  -■  He  pur-  process,  we  need  to  act  with  integrity  in  all 

To  understand  Ruth  3:1-18,  we  need  c£;  the  chaaed  ^aJl  °“r  rebtwnshya.  just  as  Boaz  did  w  the 

keep  three  aspects  of  the  stoiy  in  mind  responsibility  of  the  “guarCian-redeemer,"  the  property"  of  Naomi’s  deceased  hus-  matter  of  the  levirate  mamage.  Integrity 
tSTthe  well-being  of  a  woman  was  em-  but  he  realized  another  kinsman  was  en-  band  and  sons  (4:9).  He  also  "acquired  now>  enncbes  and  secures  our 

dried  in  her  relationship  to  her  father  or  titled  to  the  privilege  ahead  of  him  (3:1a).  Ruth  the  Moabite’ as  his  wife  "to  main-  _ 

isband.  Naomi  and  Rum  would  not  long  Boaz  acted  with  integrity.  He  brought  the  tain  the  name  of  the  dead  with  his  prop-  BoM  seaired  his  own  future  as  well 
rvive  as  ‘detached  females’  in  that  an-  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  nearer  kins-  erty"  (4:10a).  The  law  of  the  Levirate  had  “  s  “d  Naomi  s,  indeed,  Boaz  and 
sit  society.  To  make  matters  worse  from  man  and  of  the  Bethlehem  eiders  (4:1-4).  worked.  Ehmekk’s  ancestral  lands  and  his  forth  are  mentioned  m  Jesus  family  tree 
e  societal  perspective,  hoth  women  were  Boaz  at  first  focused  on  the  ancestral  land  name  would  not ’disappear  from  among  (Matt.  1:5).  Ultimately,  a  secure  future 
dows,  Naomi  was  old,  and  Ruth  was  a  belonging  to  Naomi’s  deceased  husband,  his  family  or  from  his  hometown’  (4:  iob£  does  not  refer  necessarily  to  physical  well- 
reigner.  Second,  the  rendezvous  be-  Elimdek.  The  nearer  kinsman  wanted  the  Boaz  had  followed  the  rules,  had  acted  being  or  material  possessions  but  to  the 
een  Ruth  and  Boaz  must  not  be  viewed  land  and  agreed  to  hire  it  with  integrity,  and  had  exhibited  commit-  rewards  of  right  relationships  with  the 

a  tawdry  encounter.  Ruth  was  a  woman  However,  die  goel  or  "guardian-ions-  ment  to  me  needs  of  Naomi  and  Ruth.  Lord  and  with  other  people.  Begin  em- 
'noble  character'  (3:11;  NTV).  The  same  man’  also  had  familial  responsibilities  too  Just  as  important  as  Boaz's  integrity  bracing  responsibilities! 
drew  term,  chayil,  was  used  to  describe  (4^b-B).  Not  wishing  to  jeopardize  his  and  taking  responsibility  waa  the  fact  the 

mz  (2:1),  who  is  everywhere  presented  own  estate,  the  near  kinsman  abnegated  elders  ana  townspeople  witnessed  the  en-  VanHorr 1  is  dean  of  Christian  Studies 
a  man  of  faith  in  word  and  (feed  (2:4-  his  rights  and  responsibilities  to  Boaz.  tire  transaction.  Boaz  said,  "Today  you  are  at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 


Persevere  in  Obedience  •  Jeremiah  37-38 


Jeremiah  had  plenty  of  reasons  to  own 
stock  in  crying  towels.  When  he  spoke  the 
word  of  die  Lord,  he  was  usually  ignored. 
For  hi*  earnestness  in  shariiq;  truth,  he  waa 
routinely  chunked  into  prison  or  ruddy 
-lammed -dunked  into  the  oozy  mud  of 
the  local  cistern.  His  arm  and  ankle  jew¬ 
elry  coosistied  of  shackles.  His  ministry 
spanned  the  reigns  of  the  unal  four  cor¬ 
rupt  kings  of  Judah.  Observing  die  steady 
downfall  of  his  beloved  nation  must  have 
been  excruciating.  The  ultimate  destruc¬ 
tion  and  coining  exile  had  been  forth-told 
with  God-pronounced  accuracy  by  this 
faithful  forth-teOer.  Hie  retirement  plan 
was  leaking  interest  and  lacking  substance 
but  he  preaaed  on,  knowing  his  eternal  in¬ 
vestment  was  secure.  Hie  prophetic  call 
was  his  motivation.  His  heart  was  united  in 
brokenness  with  that  of  his  Caller.  Finally, 
as  we  will  see  today,  his  discouragement 
was  dwarfed  by  his  determination  to  perse¬ 
vere  in  full  obedience.  Jeremiah  prosed  to 
be  an  example  of  the  person  God  coidd  use. 
So,  how’s  your  serve? 

We  have  come  to  our  fourth  and  final 
leaaon  in  becoming  the  person  God  can 
use.  Observing  the  life  and  mmiativ  of  the 

- ■“*  ' - niah,  we  have  focused  on  our 

our  need  for  broken  ness  in 
our  antidote  for  discourage 


<aB  to  serve, 
ministry  and 


ment  AH  three  of  those  points  of  follow- 
ship"  become  moot  if  we  fail  to  walk  fully  in 
personal,  daily,  public  AND  private  obedi¬ 
ence  to  foe  Father.  None  or  these  lessens 
will  bear  spiritual  fruit  in  our  Uvea  if  we 
drop  the  obedience  ball. 

After  serving  twenty  years  on  staff  at 
the  New 

Orleans  mhhmmhb| 
Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary. 

I  resigned 
to  follow 
the  Lord 
in  full  time 
evangelism 
in  the  year 
2000.  The 
Lord  had  confirmed  His  call  on  my  life  for 
this  present  work  through  many  avenues 
of  communication.  The  Holy  Spirit  spoke 
to  me  in  my  bible  study  time.  The  Word 
of  God  proved  what  I  believed  He  was  say- 
ing  to  my  heart  Then,  our  president  Dr. 
Chuck  Kelley,  preached  a  mess  age  in  cha¬ 
pel  that  gripped  my  souL  The  line  that  teth¬ 
ered  me  rang  true  in  my  pilgrimage:  "Ses- 
vants  of  God  must  hold  loosely  everything 
except  obedience."  I  knew  that  I  had  to  be 
willing  to  let  go  of  everyone  and  everything 


and  every  pursuit  and  obey. 

That  tret  step  of  obedience  ia  simply  to 
let  go  and  follow.  Twelve  years  later,  I  re¬ 
alize  that  initial  step  we  the  eaaiest  one  to 


At  the  time,  it  seemed  like  the  most 
difficult-  1-ooldng  back,  I  know  and  confess 
that  the  walk  of  daily  obedience  is  the  true 
measure  of 
personal 
surrender 

lies  for  Life 

~  a  -  see  my  Lord, 

Becky  Brown  _■  I  ***  to  be 

able  to  say 
that  I  heard 
Him  and  I 
did  my  best 

to  obey  Him. 

Jeremiah  lived  in  obedience  to  God  even 
when  it  meant  immediate  personal  danger 
and  regular  persecution.  Even  in  face  to 
fare  meetings  with  King  Zedekiah,  Jeremi¬ 
ah  told  the  truth.  The  long  was  given  many 
opportunities  to  repent  and  return  and 
avoid  destruction.  He  listened.  He  even 
showed  some  kindness  to  Jeremiah  in  his 
prison  accommodations.  In  spite  of  these 

Srito  change  and  revised  to  lead  the 


nation  of  Judah  in  the  right  path. 

Jeremiah  lived  in  obedience  to  God  even 
when  he  was  betrayed  by  h*  “friends"  and 
relatives  and  hometown  compadres.  No 
matter  what  he  arose  every  morning,  put 
on  his  prophet  ckrthea,  dried  his  ever-pres¬ 
ent  tears  and  sallied  forth  to  proclaim  the 
message  of  God  to  the  people  of  God.  These 
"people  of  God”  continued  to  serve  the  im- 


tdois  oft their  pagan  neighbors.  Even  when 
it  was  obvious  mat  no  one  cared,  few  were 
listening  and  even  the  ones  who  acted  like 
they  were  listening  never  intended  to  obey, 
Jeremiah  still  proclaimed  the  truth. 

Life  goals  at  the  obedient  servant  should 
be  to  listen  to  God.  to  lean  on  God,  to  team 
from  God  and  to  leave  the  results  to  God. 
We  are  not  responsible  fot  the  response  of 
the  listeners.  We  »re  held  accountable  for 
our  obedience  to  fulfill  our  assignment. 
Pubhc  obedienre  is  only  as  effective  as  our 
private,  personal  walk  with  God.  The  One 
Who  calfa  us  is  the  One  Who  walks  with  us. 
He  knows  whether  or  not  we  have  obeyed 
with  our  whole  heart.  Anyone  can  serve, 
but  only  those  who  obey  will  receive  the 
gold  medal  of  faithfulness. 

Brown  is  the  staff  evangelist  at  First 
Church,  Richland. 


STETZER 

com  trot  p  2 

a  traditional  view  of  marriage 
remain  silent  and  act  as  if  noth¬ 
ing  it  happening  as  homosexual 
teenagers  are  bullied  into  suicide 
or  suffer  physical  violence,  they 
tbcsild  not  expect  to  be  taken  se¬ 
riously  when  they  decry  violence 
tone  of  their  own. 


ft  goes  both  ways.  When  we 
demonize  others,  someone  may 
feel  empowered  to  commit  an  act 
of  violence  .  Perhaps  the  pundits 
wiO  shout  it  this  time  as  weft.  I 
hope  they  will  shout  accurately, 
should  they  decide  to  shout  at  aft. 

A  collective  of  pro-  LGBT 
groups  released  a  statement 
saying  they  ’utterly  rejert and 
condemn  such  violence.  This  is 
mi  appropriate  response,  and  one 


that  must  remain  consistent  from 
both  sides  of  the  debate. 

However,  if  LGBT  groups 
want  to  “reject  and  condemn 
such  violence.*  part  of  the  key 
will  be  in  the  language  used.  It  is 
time  to  stop  demonizing  people 
like  Christians  who  beheve 
they  are  living  out  their  faith  by 
bebeving  and  teaching  its  values 
with  regards  to  morality  and 


Respectful  and  dvil  discus- 
skin  of  the  issu 


We  must  be  able  to  disagree 
without  demonizing  or  labeling 
as  "haters'  those  with  whom  we 
disagree.  My  hope  is  that  we  will 
all  leam  this  (Christians,  conser¬ 
vatives,  liberals,  atheists,  LGBT, 
and  more)  before  mote  violence 


Stetser  is  president  afljfeWay 


Research,  a  division  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  in  Nash- 
viBe.  This  column  first  appealed 
on  his  blog,  Ed  Steteerjcom,  and 
appears  here  courtesy  of  Baptist 
Press.  Some  factual  details  about 
the  events  to  which  this  com¬ 
mentary  refers  were  added  by 
the  editor  of  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord.  Stetzer  may  be  contacted 
through  his  blog  at  http://www. 
edstetser.com/. 
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June  24  -  29; 
&  average 

attendance. 

60;  Roger 
Lee,  pastor; 


Thompson, 

director; 


Sullivan, 

assistant 

director. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  FULTON,  has 
called  Casey  Hughes  as  pastor.  He  ia 
shown  with  his  wife  Tina  and 
daughter  Sadie  Claire. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  HOLLY 
SPRINGS,  has  called  Joe  Lustoy 
as  pastor.  Lusby  holds  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
Southwestern  Seminary,  and  Loui¬ 
siana  Baptist  University.  He  comes 
from  First  Church,  Greenfield, Tenn., 
and  has  pestored  churches  in  Brax¬ 
ton,  Olive  Branch,  andTunica.  He 
is  shown  with  his  wife  Patty  and 
his  three  children,  Kyle,  Kayla,  and 
Kristen. 


